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DIGITALEUROPE: The appointment of 
Margrethe Vestager as Executive Vice President 
for "Europe fit for digital age" is a positive and 
strong political signal 


DIGITALEUROPE, the voice of digitally transforming industries in Europe, welcomes 
the appointment of Margrethe Vestager as Executive Vice President of the European 
Commission for “Europe fit for digital age”. 


We believe Mrs. Vestager can provide the necessary proactive leadership to bring 
Europe to the forefront of the emerging global digital era. To DIGITALEUROPE, this 
shows that the European Commission is giving to the digital transformation and “Europe fit for 
the digital age” top priority. 


66 The appointment of Mrs. Vestager with a portfolio including digitalisation as well as 
competition is a positive sign that Europe wants to lead in setting the scene on 
innovation and tech regulation. We are fully ready to support this international 
leadership, said Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE. 


We are also very delighted by the appointment of Sylvie Goulard as ‘Internal Market’ 
Commissioner. Throughout her career, Mrs. Goulard has demonstrated her will and ambition to 
build a stronger Europe. This dedication will be critical to achieve and promote the Digital Single 
Market, lead the Commission’s work on artificial intelligence and contribute to a long-term 
strategy for Europe’s industrial future. 


66 Europe needs considerable investments in the next frontier of technologies as well as 
the right framework to make the most of the digital transformation if we want to leverage 
technological advancement. We Europeans need to think big, and we will be very 
pleased to collaborate with Sylvie Goulard on these matters, emphasised 
DIGITALEUROPE’s Director General. 


DIGITALEUROPE stresses that Europe needs to build on its strengths and emphasises that 
private sector companies should play a key role in contributing to shaping digital policies. 
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66 We must find common solutions to foster the competitiveness of big European digital 
companies within Europe’s areas of strength such as manufacturing, green tech, health 
and public services. One does not go without the other, only with a share in tech 
leadership and innovation can Europe lead on tech ethics and rule of law. For this, we 
need to complete and secure an unfragmented digital single market and an open global 
trade environment. 


66 We strongly value agile and inclusive policymaking involving institutions as well as the 
industry, trade unions, NGOs, governments from all member states, which is why for 
instance we see a great need to continue the work of the High Level Group for Al, an 
open and cross-functional collaboration defining a European way for governance of 
Ethical Al.”, added Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl. 


DIGITALEUROPE believes in constructive collaboration between all stakeholders in order to 
break national silos and sustain European values and prosperity in a global digitalised economy. 
We wish Mrs. Vestager and Mrs. Goulard all the best and are looking forward to engaging with 
the new Executive Vice President and Commissioner in the future. 
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About DIGITALEUROPE 

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 
some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 
associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 
citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 
the development and implementation of EU policies. 


DIGITALEUROPE Membership 


Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, 
Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., 


HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, 
Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic 
Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 
Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata 
Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Visa, VMware, Xerox. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: IOÖ 

Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian 
Chamber of Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT 
BRANCHEN 

Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec 
Numérique, Tech in France 


Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: Technology Ireland 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, 
FIAR 

Norway: Abelia 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 


Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikféretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomf6retagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK 


